
 

 

 

TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

February 2, 2023 

  

 

  

PRESENT                                                ABSENT                            STAFF 

Tommy Hopper                                       Carole Free                         Amanda Witt 

William Long                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Clint Starks 

John Chambon  

 

A. Mayor Free called the meeting to order at 6:16 p.m. 

B&C waived 

D. Scheduled Business: 

 

1. Announcements/Reports:  

                        Department Reports: 

 

Police: Chief Henson stated that they had 39 calls, 8 contacts, 43 traffic stops, 12 

citations, 31 warnings, 8 agency assists, 0 misdemeanor arrests, 0 felony arrests, 0 

warrants and worked a total of 434 hours. Triston Hoskin did turn in his 

resignation on January 19, you should have the letter there. 

 

                       Park: None 

 

                       Street: Chambon stated that the city boys have been kind of busy the last few days  

                                   putting salt and sand on the city streets.  

 
                            Library:Mary stated that story time will start back on Monday, February 6th at 11 am with  
                            a groundhog theme. TWEEN’S DIY arts and crafts will start back February 6th with a  
                            fleece valentine pillow craft. Curious minds STEAM club will meet on February 27th with a  
                            how to catch a leprechaun project. This STEAM project promotes problem solving,  
                            engineering, team work and social skills because we are going to give them a bunch of  
                            different items to build something to catch a leprechaun with, toothpicks,  
                            marshmallows, cups, popsicle sticks.  
                            Hopper- Has anyone caught one? 
                            Mary- Hasn’t happened yet, but I will let you know if they do.  
                            Chambon- It’s a little early, will have to be in March 
                            Mary- Well, we’ve got something else we want to do in March  
 

                       Fire: Hopper stated that they had 1 landing zone, 1 structure fire, 2 medical calls  

                       and 1 grass fire. 

                        

                       Animal: None 

 

2. Discussion/Action of regular meeting minutes from January 5, 2023 and special 

meeting minutes from January 11, 2023. 



 

 

Motion by Long to waive the reading and approve minutes from the January 5, 

2023 regular meeting and January 11, 2023 special meeting. Second by Chambon. 

For: Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None 

 

3. Discussion/Action on police surplus list. 

Cody- Most of this stuff is old light bars, siren box, radios that have been sitting 

in the old PD for a while, the only thing on there that you might have questions on 

are, on item number 5 on the agenda, to accept Gary’s retirement letter, Gary has 

had the same phone, Gary has used the city phone as long as I can remember and I 

was wanting to surplus that phone that is already paid off and allow him to keep 

that phone when he retires 

Hopper- With the number? 

Cody- With the number correct. Everything else is like I said, radios, lightbars, 

most of them I’m not even sure if they work cause they’ve been sitting in there 

since I’ve been here. And there’s a couple of computer monitors that don’t work.  

Long- On the phone, we won’t have any recourse on that or anything or we have 

to pay anything? 

Laura- No, on the phone, his is already out of contract and paid off so, he asked a 

long time ago about taking his number whenever he leaves, I looked on his and 

it’s out of contract and it’s actually available for an upgrade so his would just be 

canceled and he wants to take the number and then basically when we cancel it 

then that phone is going to go into our collection of cellphones that we have going 

on, so its gonna go into a box and we would then surplus it and either pitch it or 

sell it, we would have to clear it, but if we were to keep it then it would just be 

cleared and added to our collection of cellphones we have going on. 

Cody- I talked to him and he said, which I told him there shouldn’t be, but if 

there’s any fee or termination fee he’s willing to pay that too.  

Hopper- I mean it was our deal he shouldn’t have to 

Laura- Ya, there’s no termination fee, it’s up.  

Motion by Long to approve police surplus list, Second by Chambon. For: Hopper, 

Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None 

 

4. Discussion/Action on police department schedule. 

Long- We just wanted to  since we were going to be down to so few officers, 

Cody asked me about what shift that we wanted covered, if there was any specific 

9 to 5 or weekend 

Cody- What shift or how many hours. Because after February 23rd it’s gonna be 

me, myself and Irene and Kenneth every once in a while.  

Long- So we just wanted to bring it by the council to see what shifts since we are 

down so few officers.  

Cody- My only request is, I’m willing to work Friday and Saturday and nights, I 

don’t have a problem with that, my only request would be not Sundays to give me 

at least one day with my wife, except for holidays on weekends.  

Long- Do you guys have any special requests? 

Chambon/Hopper/Starks- whatever you need 

Hopper- You know when the high volume times are 

Cody- Like I said, I didn’t know if you wanted me 40 hours a week and that’s 

what you wanna do, like two 12’s on Friday’s and Saturday’s and two 8’s, four 

10’s, five 8’s.  

Long- What’s the busiest times? 



 

 

Cody- Friday and Saturday usually, starts picking up about 3 and 4 and it’s 

usually bust till noon, one-two o’clock. Just depends on the time of the month. 

Summertime we will have more traffic till about 2 o’clock in the morning. 

Long- Well, we need to get somebody hired before that 

Cody- It’s been tough 

Long- What do ya’ll think on weekends? 12 hr shifts? 

Chambon- two 12’s and two 8’s is that what your saying? 

Long- Whatever we are wanting him to do is what he’s saying 

Cody- I can do two 12’s and two 8’s which is 40 hours, I can do four 10’s, five 

8’s. That’s if you wanna leave me at 40 hours, it’s whatever you guy’s want.  

Hopper- Sounds like you better hire somebody.  

Cody- Ya, were competing with everyone else though. Everyone’s hurting. Mayes 

County, GRDA. OHP dropped their requirements, used to you had to have an 

associates degree and you don’t have to have that for OHP anymore. So, 

everybody’s hurting, it’s not just us. And that’s kind of one reason why we lost  

Triston cause hell they offered him a dollar more an hour and a take home car to 

Tahlequah. We’re not the only ones hurting.  

Long- We’ve had guys apply that want to drive the car back to Grove and stuff, I 

don’t know how ya’ll feel about someone driving that far, I would rather them not 

have to myself.  

Cody- No, that’s kind of far. I had one hit me up that lives in Patricia Island that 

works for Jay PD, I said he’s probably not taking a car home and he said well Jay 

lets me take mine home and a dollar more an hour really ain’t going to be a pay 

raise if I have to pay for my gas. The other one lived in Miami. He said the same 

thing. Locust didn’t allow take home cars till here recently just to allow to try to 

attract a little better.  

Hopper- Ya that’s a pickle, but if we need the man power we may have to re think 

how we’re trying to attract people.  

Chambon- Back on schedule, I think you know what needs to be covered and the 

busy times, I mean I can’t tell you what schedule you need to have cause I don’t 

really know that, in my opinion it’s really going to be up to you how you want to 

divide your schedule up  

Long- Just try to cover the busiest times, you know better than the rest of us, the 

busiest times that need covered. So, I say we just leave it to you for now  

Cody- If that’s the case, my deal would probably be two 12’s and two 8’s. The 

12’s on Friday’s and Saturday’s. That way we will have coverage at least noon to 

midnight or 2 to 2 on Friday’s and Saturday’s cause those are our two busiest 

days.  

Chambon-Is what it is 

Starks- Where do we put the Kenneth guy when he comes in? 

Cody-Kenneth, if he works it would be a Friday night and on a Saturday. So, he 

took over as the new 911 director and that’s been keeping him busy and he’s 

doing his best to get his 16 hours in and is going to try to step up and do more 

until we get someone hired he just can’t make any promises right now.  

Chambon- So he would be working over night on the weekends that he covers? 

Or during the day.  

Cody- The weekends he can work a Friday or Saturday night I’ll just do my 

normal five 8’s Monday through Friday. If I have to work weekends I can just do 

two 12’s and two 8’s. I mean I’m willing to do more hours but I know the City 

ain’t gonna wanna pay that. 



 

 

Hopper- Well, I mean I don’t know why we wouldn’t, pay it. If we only had one 

officer were not going to be paying Gary.  

Chambon- What we’ve got now though is he’s on salary, so we would have to 

have a whole other session on that to discuss that.  

So, no action taken since were not approving a schedule or anything  

 

5. Discussion/Action to accept resignation (retirement) letter for Gary Hitchcock.  

Cody- So, Gary technically wasn’t going to come out and announce it till 

February 10th, but so we wouldn’t have to have a special meeting because he’s 

going to be gone before we get to the next meeting, he went ahead and gave it, 

that’s why if you notice it’s dated for February 10th. But his last day is going to be 

February 23rd. He is considering remaining, May or June coming back part time, I 

told him to get with me then. He didn’t really want a going away party but his 

sister kinda reached out to me to do a friends and family retirement party on the 

18th here from 11-2.  

Hopper- How long has he been here? 

Cody- 27 years.  

Chambon- Do we need a motion to accept his resignation? 

Amanda- Yep 

Motion by Chambon to accept resignation (retirement) letter for Gary Hitchcock, 

Second by Hopper.  

Cody- Now one thing I forgot to ask was with him resigning, he is wanting to stay 

on part time, but he don’t want to start working part time till like May, so are we 

going to have to bring him back and re-hire him or can we just drop him down to 

part time? Or does that need to be an executive session?  

Amanda- If he’s resigning we would just hire him back on part time  

Hopper- Just address it when the time comes time? 

Amanda- Yep 

For: Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None 

 

6. Discussion/Action to approve ballfield contract for Ketchum Little League. 

Melisa- Nobody is here tonight because Melanie forgot about it and Taylor 

couldn’t be here. Willie talked to Taylor and he’s going to come by tomorrow and 

sign it. Willie did want a stipulation put on there wanting to know when the 

baseball season starts and stops and then he said he was going to get with Taylor 

to make sure that they are aware of their area to maintain.  

Starks- Are they presidents? 

Melisa- Taylor I guess is the president now 

Starks- Mouse? 

Melisa- Yes, Melanie said that her and Cassie are still kind of running the league I 

guess, the money part of it. She said that Taylor is suppose to be taking it over.  

Laura- The contract is the same as it is every year except we changed Steve’s 

name to Willie and put a beginning and end date on there, they just need to fill it 

out on there.  

Chambon- And I guess it’s going to be added on there about their maintenance of 

the mowing and stuff? 

Melisa- Well, it says on there about the trash and stuff, Willie is going to get with 

him and have him aware of what is their responsibility.  

Long- So, how do we approve it if we don’t know the dates? Just approve it with 

the dates drawn in tomorrow? Or do we have to table this?  



 

 

Laura- I would just approve it, we have never had the dates in there before, that’s 

just something Willie wants put in there so we know, like when we did the deal 

with Jason Robinette I was unsure of, are they doing any fall ball tournaments or 

anything like that and when we have other people wanting to rent the fields for 

special tournaments, is the ball league done or, it’s kind of a open ended contract 

and we need some dates to go off of. Used to we would have them on the 

contract, it would say they could do every weekend except for when we did the 

BBQ deal, so we just kind of need some clarification on when they are beginning 

and when their ending. 

Motion by Hopper to approve the ballfield contract for Ketchum Little League, 

Second by Long. For: Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None 

 

                   7. Approval of purchase orders for January 2023 (consent,  

                       Payroll, purchase orders and per diem) 

                       Motion by Chambon to approve purchase orders for January 2023 (consent,  

                      Payroll, purchase orders and per diem), Second by Starks. For: Hopper, Long, 

                      Starks, Chambon.  Against: None.  

 

                      8.                                       December 2022 Financials 

 

                                                                                            

                       Checking Account RCB                                                                        92.57 

                       General Fund #2   RCB                                                                       681.25 

                       General Fund BOGL                                                                    538,675.14 

                       Six - $10,000.00 CD’s   (plus interest)                                          62,692.62 

           Amount of Sales Tax Received from the month of October, 2022         102,649.27 

           Town of Langley receives ½ of sales tax                                                  51,324.64 

           LPWA Water & Tax receives ¼ of sales tax                                             25,662.32 

           LPWA Sewer Op. & Maint. receives ¼ of sales tax                                  25,662.32 

           City Use Tax                                                                                                3,668.57 

           Other Revenue Collected by the Town                                                       9,638.64 

           Movies in the Park                                                                                        1,179.76 

           Fire Dept savings acct                                                                                23,606.83 

           Police car savings fund                                                                                 9,014.77 

           Street Dept. savings acct.                                                                            21,486.12 

 

           Chambon- The fire department savings account, is that the one from the county? 

           Amanda- No, that is the one we have at Bank of Grand Lake that your fire subscription  

           fees and stuff go into.  

           Chambon- Ok 

           Motion by Chambon to approve December 2022 financials, January financials will be  

           tabled till next month Second by Starks. For: Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon.  Against:  

           None 

        

 

            

 

             

 

 



 

 

      E. New Business 

           Starks- Your part timer quit right? 

           Chambon- Oh yes,  

           Starks- So does that need brought back up? 

           Mary- Basically yes, I need another helper.  

           Starks- Did we put that out last time? 

           Laura- Yes 

           Starks- So we just need to put out for another part time person? 

           Laura- I mean I don’t know if it needs to be approved again, we already approved it  

           before 

           Chambon- So it’s just up to ya’ll to put an add out  

           Laura- mmm hmm 

           Chambon- Ok 

            

      F. Motion to adjourn by Hopper, Second by Long. For: Hopper, Long, Starks,  

          Chambon. Against: None 

 

                                                                                     Amanda Witt 

                                                                                     Clerk/Treasurer                   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


