
 

 

 

TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

January 5, 2023 

  

 

  

PRESENT                                                ABSENT                            STAFF 

Carole Free                                                                                       Amanda Witt  

Tommy Hopper 

William Long                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Clint Starks 

John Chambon 

 

A. Mayor Free called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 

B&C waived 

D. Scheduled Business: 

 

1. Announcements/Reports:  

                        Department Reports: 

 

Police: Chief Henson stated that they had 27 calls, 8 contacts, 60 traffic stops, 42 

citations, 33 warnings, 11 agency assists, 7 misdemeanor arrests, 2 felony arrests, 

served 2 warrants and worked a total of 534 hours. The police department teamed 

up with the Library and Fire Department last month and took on 68 angels. Cody 

thanked the council, Mary and the community.  

 

                       Park: None 

 

                       Street: Chambon stated that Colton had repaired some potholes and Willie had  

                        talked to Mayes County 3 about some street overlaying that is fixing to be done. 

 
                            Library:Mary stated that Natalie Currie the Director of Oklahoma Department of  
                            Libraries is pleased to inform the Langley Public Library’s evaluation of the Fiscal Year  
                            2022 Annual Report has been completed. The Library has met all eligibility criteria for  
                            State Aid funding for 2023.  
                            On December 8th Mary attended a Virtual Summer Symposium for the Summer Reading  
                            Program for 2023. The theme this year is All Together Now Friendship and Kindness. 
                            Tia Pettijohn’s- last day at the Library was January 3, 2023.  
                            Curious Minds STEAM CLUB will meet on January 23rd with a Melting Snowman  
                             experiment. Each child will get to create their own Snowman and see the chemical  
                             reaction that occurs when a base and acid mix.   
                            The Friends of Langley Public Library’s 2nd Annual Winter Book BINGO Challenge Contest  
                            started on January 2nd and will run until February 28th. The Friends of the Library are  
                            sponsoring this which will offer prize incentives. 
 

                       Fire: Hopper stated that they had 7 medical calls and 1 false alarm. 

                        

                       Animal: None 

 



 

 

2. Motion by Chambon to waive the reading and approve minutes from the 

December 1, 2022 regular meeting, Second by Hopper. For: Free, Hopper, Long, 

Starks, Chambon. Against: None 

 

3. Discussion/Action to approve Resolution 01-05-2023-01, a resolution for the 

purpose of electing officers. 

Amanda stated that we have elections coming up in April for 3 of our trustee 

positions. These are all 4 year terms.  

Motion by Chambon to approve Resolution 01-05-2023-01, a resolution for the 

purpose of electing officers, Second by Long. For: Free, Hopper, Long, Starks, 

Chambon. Against: None 

 

4. Discussion/Action to approve Ordinance 2023-01, an ordinance establishing per 

diem for the board of trustees. 

Amanda stated that this will be what the 3 board members that get elected in April 

will make for their per diem for the next 4 years. Right now the per diem is $200 

a month on the Town side.  

Motion by Starks to leave the per diem at $200 a month and approve Ordinance 

2023-01, an ordinance establishing per diem for the board of trustees, Second by 

Long. For: Free, Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None 

 

5. Discussion/Action to approve Ketchum’s precinct in Craig County to be closed on 

our behalf for the April 4, 2023 election for electing officers. 

Amanda stated that since we have a business that is in our city limits but is also in 

Craig County, we have to request that their precinct be closed for our elections in 

April. This is done every time we have an election.  

Motion by Long to approve Ketchum’s precinct in Craig County to be closed on 

our behalf for the April 4, 2023 election for electing officers, Second by Hopper.  

For: Free, Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None 

 

6. Discussion/Action to approve closing old checking accounts at RCB Bank and 

transferring remaining funds to Bank of Grand Lake checking accounts. 

Amanda stated that the board had voted to close out these accounts a few years 

ago when we switched banks. We switched banks but left these accounts open per 

our accountant to make sure that there weren’t any funds that would be coming 

into or out of them. Nothing has came in or out of these accounts in a year so our 

accountant has said to go ahead and close them out. We need to transfer these 

funds to our checking accounts at Bank of Grand Lake. 

Motion by Long to approve closing old checking accounts at RCB Bank and 

transferring remaining funds to Bank of Grand Lake checking accounts, Second 

by Starks. For: Free, Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None 

 

7. Motion by Hopper to add Chase Cornish to the Langley Fire Department, Second 

by Long. For: Free, Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None. 

 

8. Discussion/Action on removing equipment from Police tahoe that was surplused 

at last month’s meeting.  

Cody stated that he needs to get the equipment removed from the Police tahoe 

before we can put it on Purple Wave, he has talked to a guy that has said he will 

do it for $600, a quote was presented.  



 

 

Motion by Chambon to approve the quote and allow Cody to have the equipment 

removed from the Police tahoe that was surplused at last month’s meeting, 

Second by Long. For: Free, Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None. 

 

                   9. Motion by Starks to approve purchase orders for December 2022 (consent,  

                      Payroll, purchase orders and per diem), Second by Long. For: Free, Hopper, Long, 

                      Starks, Chambon.  Against: None.  

 

                      10.                                       November 2022 Financials 

 

                                                                                            

                       Checking Account RCB                                                                        92.57 

                       General Fund #2   RCB                                                                       681.25 

                       General Fund BOGL                                                                    530,615.46 

                       Six - $10,000.00 CD’s   (plus interest)                                          62,686.95 

           Amount of Sales Tax Received from the month of September, 2022     132,816.84 

           Town of Langley receives ½ of sales tax                                                  66,408.42 

           LPWA Water & Tax receives ¼ of sales tax                                             33,204.21 

           LPWA Sewer Op. & Maint. receives ¼ of sales tax                                  33,204.21 

           City Use Tax                                                                                                3,432.35 

           Other Revenue Collected by the Town                                                       14,734.43 

           Movies in the Park                                                                                        1,179.76 

           Fire Dept savings acct                                                                                24,444.86 

           Police car savings fund                                                                                 7,634.25 

           Street Dept. savings acct.                                                                            20,922.42 

 

          Motion by Chambon to approve November 2022 financials, Second by Hopper. For: Free,  

          Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon.  Against: None 

          December financials have been tabled 

 

           11. Discussion/Action on Town security cameras. 

            Chambon- one of the cameras in the police department, we need to put it on a   

            different system because of right now the way it is set up it is open record because it is  

            paid for by tax payer dollars. The police department is also set up as an interrogation  

            room so they need to be set up on a separate system so it isn’t accessible to the public.  

            This shouldn’t be accessed just by anybody, if something needs to be  

            reviewed it should be approved by the city council all at the same not by just one  

            individual. We don’t have a separate interrogation room to talk to people in, it needs to be  

            on a separate system not only for our officer’s protection but for theirs. It needs to be on a  

            separate camera system so its not in view for the public on the tv screen in the office.  

            Cody- when we are interviewing juveniles it’s a whole different ballgame. 

            Carole- the only problem I see with this is take for instance say the guy that has the  

            white truck out back that we have had forever, all charges were dropped against him and  

            yet we still have his vehicle and we haven’t given it back, what prevents him from him  

            and Cody going into the police department to discuss it and he takes Cody hostage we  

            would have no way of knowing if you can’t see it.  

            Public comment—If Cody is taken hostage while carrying a gun he’s in the wrong  

            business.  

            Carole- well think about it, there are police officers all the time.. 

 



 

 

            Public comment—I agree but a camera system isn’t going to prevent that  

            Carole- It’s not going to prevent it but we can see it on the camera and get him some help 

            Public comment—Normally if people take hostages, they let you know themselves  

            because they want something. 

            Carole- I’m looking out for the protection of Cody, I mean I understand the other aspect  

            of it, the security of juveniles or things that shouldn’t be seen 

            William- I think they are ok with the camera system but just be recording where not just  

            anyone can access it, but they’ve got access to that camera system that no one else can  

            look back to see like a juvenile getting interviewed, I think that’s the gist of it.  

            Cody- I’m not trying to get rid of the camera at all, I just want it put on a separate system  

            and I’m not trying to have the only access to it either, I’m just trying to save us from  

            getting into a lawsuit epically if we have a juvenile on a tv 

            Public comment- like a sex assault victim or something like that, sensitive information  

            that only needs to be in that room  

            William- not displayed on the big camera system that the city has  

            Public comment- state law states that it has to be audio recorded as well 

            Cody- That’s why on the IP security camera I guess whenever they re did our cameras  

            that one got messed up and it doesn’t have audio and the camera that is on the quote I  

            gave you is an audio camera, right now we don’t have any audio  

            Carole- I didn’t think we had audio on any camera 

            Cody- We used to on the PD 

             Laura- Originally we had audio because the camera system was put back there because  

             we have the intoxilyzer and evidence closet but the audio went out a long time ago and  

             we couldn’t get it back 

             Carole- I didn’t know that, sorry I honestly didn’t know 

             Chambon- It will require its own system though, we can’t piggyback off the system we  

             have now, the quote we have for that is $1345.00 

             Karl- Is that a sealed system too? Like no one would have access but us? 

             Cody- Yes, it would have it’s own separate log in, it would be just like the one that we  

             have now but just have a different user name and password 

             Karl- Then anything can be looked at if it needs to be and same time we aren’t violating  

             anybody’s privacy  

             Carole- I totally understand that yes, I never knew it had sound 

             Karl-With the intoxilyzer it should probably have sound shouldn’t it?  

             Laura- It originally had sound when it was first put in but they have just been using their  

             bodycams. Cody do you even use the intoxilyzer anymore? 

             Cody- We may have used it twice this whole year but it wasn’t even our department, it  

             was the parks department coming in and using it.  

             Motion by Chambon to put the police cameras on it’s own system, Second by Long. For:  

             Free, Hopper, Starks, Hopper, Free. Against: None 

 

  12. Discussion/Action on requisition forms. 

        Chambon- same as what we discussed on the water department, I wanna make the motion  

        that we make the requisition forms from $250 to $500, Second by Long. For: Hopper, Long,  

        Starks, Chambon. Against: Free 

 

  13. Discussion/Action on personal matter with James Kouplen on remaining balance of $485.30  

        from CLEET contract.  



 

 

        Chambon- This was tabled from November’s meeting because Deke and I were gone for a 

little bit on that fire so we just need to see if we can’t get this remaining balance settled so it’s 

not brought up at every meeting.  

Carole- Well my opinion on that is that Jamie during the holiday season, even though he was at 

Mayes County he covered all of Langley for us, all that time, I think it more than paid for what 

he owes, I think we just need to go ahead and close that out 

Chambon-Ok 

Carole-I mean that’s my opinion, I don’t know what yall think 

Chambon- We just need to close it out so it’s not brought up all the time, I mean if this is it 

Carole- that’s just my recommendation but its up to yall, but I mean he did a great job for us 

during that time when everyone else wasn’t available to work, he came over and we just need to 

let it go, call it even.  

Chambon- So need a motion for that 

Starks- Does that have to be made into a motion 

Carole- It does have to be made into a motion, but I can’t make it, so we’re gonna dissolve it 

Starks- So basically we’re just gonna, the matter of James Kouplen we are going to just dissolve 

it, okay so that’s the motion, if everybody’s okay with that 

Chambon-I second that 

For: Free, Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None 

 

14. Discussion/Action on department liaisons. 

      Carole-I think that’s been covered for all departments and no action needs to be taken 

 

Item 15&16 are going to be done after item 17 

 

17.  Consideration and Action on entering executive session for the purpose     

                        of: (Pursuant to Oklahoma State Statute, Title 25, Section 307 B-1, Discussing the  

                       employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining or     

                      resignation of any individual salaried public officer or employee & B-2, Discussing   

                negotiations concerning employees and representatives of employee groups.)          

1. Discussion/Action on personnel matter Cody Henson.  

           2. Discussion/Action on personnel matter Laura Holden. 

           a. Motion by Hopper to recess open session, Second by Starks. For: Free, Hopper,  

               Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None @ 6:58 p.m.  

           b. Motion by Long to reconvene open session, Second by Hopper. For: Free, Hopper,  

               Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None @ 9:27 p.m.  

           c. No action taken in executive session. 

           d. Motion by Long for no action to be taken against Cody Henson, Second by Chambon.  

               For: Free, Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None 

           e. Motion by Long for no action be taken against Laura Holden, Second by Chambon.  

               For: Free, Hopper, Long, Starks, Chambon. Against: None 

 

Items 15 & 16 has been tabled to a later date 

 

 

                  

 

              

 



 

 

      E. New Business: 

           Chambon- Thomas mentioned about the stoplight and Laura you were raising your hand. 

Laura- I was mainly raising my hand because he was in the wrong meeting to talk about it and I 

told him I would talk about it in the next meeting. The state will not take care of that for us, we 

will have to take care of it, was trying to kind of hold out on that because of the highway deal but 

we can just go ahead and do it, it’s the stop bar. It’s like $1200 to have the stop bar re done, so 

was just trying to hold out on it because its going to be recovered in the next year when they do 

the highway project but we can go ahead and get it ordered. I think the state will actually come in 

and lay it down for us they will just not pay for the material. Willie you can put the sign up?  

Willie-Yep 

Cody-Now Laura I talked to Travis Smith, he said if we purchased the stop bar that they would 

put it in for us.  

Chambon- That’s what she just said 

Laura- That’s what I just said ya, ya they said that they would do that, they did that the last time 

for us, I just need to get that ordered.  

Carole- Do we have any other new business besides mine? I have new business.  

To the Town of Langley,  

I regret to inform you I am resigning role as the Mayor and city council member for the Town of 

Langley effective January 31, 2023 due to the current circumstances with the council and town 

employees I feel it is in the best interest that I resign. I appreciate the time I have spent here 

working for the Town of Langley. I have learned so much from my colleagues, especially from 

Laura Holden and will cherish the invaluable experience I gained through not only being the 

Towns water clerk, council member and being appointed the Mayor of Langley. Ill do everything 

possible to wrap up my duties before my last day.  

 

 

      F. Motion to adjourn by Hopper, Second by Starks. For: Free, Hopper, Long, Starks,  

          Chambon. Against: None 

 

                                                                                     Amanda Witt 

                                                                                     Clerk/Treasurer                   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


